Congenital anosmia.
Seven patients with congenital anosmia underwent detailed chemosensory evaluation, followed by the performance of biopsies of the olfactory region. Olfactory epithelium was not found in any of the biopsy specimens. It appears therefore that patients with congenital anosmia lack any olfactory epithelium. Several possible explanations for this finding are discussed. The most attractive hypothesis is that the olfactory placode forms either normally or abnormally during development but later degenerates and is replaced with respiratory epithelium. Only one patient in our series had congenital anosmia in association with a syndrome (Kallmann's syndrome), indicating that congenital anosmia is found more often as an isolated symptom.